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which, in his kindly, cheery manner, such as he had had as
a young man, he now insisted that my wife and I should
come and see, in his Palace of Ballenstedt, where the Court
had gone for the summer. The good-natured Duke labori-
ously copied out with his own hand the somewhat com-
plicated time-table, with the various changes en route, which
was to land us eventually on the borders of the Harz in
the most glorious summer weather, and did all to make our
journey easy. My wife at first regarded this invitation to
stay for a week at a small German Court with no little
alarm. For I learnt that Ballenstedt was a big Palace, and
that all the Court were there. One had heard much of the
rigid etiquette, and, as I had not seen anything of His
Highness for many years, he might have changed now that
he was a ruling Sovereign. And then there were the courtiers
to be reckoned with. But we hoped for the best, and were
prepared for any reasonable number of bows and curtsies.

We were received, on arrival at the railway-station, by an
obliging lord- and lady-in-waiting, and driven up in state to
the Palace in the perfectly equipped turn-out for which in
Bonn days already the Prince had been celebrated. We
were received with some solemnity in the great hall, where
were assembled a numerous court and many personages, to
whom we were introduced. Our companions at the railway-
station took us to our rooms, a magnificent suite at the
angle of the Castle, which our host afterwards told us had
been occupied a short time previously by the Prince of
Wales on his visit to Ballenstedt. The dinner that evening
was rather a formidable affair. Full state, all- the plate, and
servants, and court; a German inspecting General and his
staff; and uniforms and decorations, and ladies in full-dress,
so that my wife and her maid began to be anxious regard-
Jug her wardrobe lasting the round of the visit All haft
been rather formal so far, and I had not got below the
reigning Sovereign, with whom one had to be at attention
m the presence of the many soldiers and courtiers. But
the titext morning, after our friends of the day before had